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Xiao Qing, /NE
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Xiao Chan, 7|\
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Prologue FFr

(A bare mountain top. Grandfather and Yun have been searching all day.)

(FRERANE A TR — 8K T)

Grandfather
I’'m tired, let’s go back.

HRET > [EEE -



Yun
You rest here. I’ll just look nearby.

BAEERE > HRBEEE -

Grandfather
I should never have told you.
WEIEANZ TR ©
Yun

You had to. It’s my story too.

PEZ TRy - 1B R FRATEEE |

Grandfather

But I never meant for you to go on this wild goose chase. It’ll be the death of me.

BRENZERAETIRIRITE - REEEE T EEME -

Yun
Oh, oh, look! (she runs off stage and comes back) Just another white root. They fool
me each time. (goes off)
mE | RE D (B MRS NEEER) R R ERVIREME - REFEE
A N
& (M5)

Grandfather
Don’t go too far. It’s getting dark. (to himself) Obsessed. I guess I was the same when
I first heard of the two snake sisters, one white as cloud and the other green as
bamboo... (afraid, he looks up) Yun, where are you? Come back now. Yun? Yun!
FIBAERF | KRR T - (HEHE) MAE K T EREF5E— N
YEMH RIS 2B - WIfREE - —FRBOWE - —FREZENT--
(ERURTAMRUE)E ? Rl 2 EREK | B 7 E |

(crack of thunder, two giant puppet snakes—in the style of Chinese lion dance—

dance)

(FEERRIE - W & T EFE AR B iR e DL REE )



Scene I At the lakeside
£ 135 B

Suzhen
These new fingers tingle, alive and fresh, but my tongue sits in my mouth like a dead
lump. My muscles feel as sluggish as if I were coming out of a long sleep.
HrRERITHERER - 7w 1B e SRR T E Ry & B S Al G IR E S
JZRE 2 BB T - 7RI RIR R -

Qing
Look what long legs and arms! But we can’t slip down a hole or glide up a tree
anymore. We’re clumsy brutes.
RE | R HRAY TRl | E TR SRS TEd e B T
HAIER T A

Suzhen

I suppose we’re delicate...for humans.

BAREAMIRAE RO R = AATEA. . B A FRERAYEE -

Qing
Well, let’s go find out what they think of us!
L > HEREE N BB IHIIE |

Suzhen

No...it’s too dangerous.
A o ERER G -

Qing
What was the point of meditating so long if we aren’t going to take this final test?

YR EITRRH ISR - HMEREE AR RS ?

Suzhen

You know we only look human.

fRARIEHMIAE T ERA AmEE ?

Qing
If they’re so vicious why did we even want to become human?

LIE N F PSSR 9 TR N AN E:S SN



Suzhen

Now that I am one I forget...

BAERERANT - HRAIS T RS A -

Qing
We wanted to understand why they hate us.

R AP T A AT R (PR X

Suzhen
(interrupts) We wanted to be human because it was the highest form of mortal

existence.

(1B FMEER N > BN iR Al REER -

Qing
I never believed that. The only way to find out is to go live among them. That town
across the lake looks like a good place to start. Let’s go. (she’s about to jump in)
ARG EME - BHEEE AR AR —E#EE 5 -
AN R R (B R AR TSRV AT T - IR | (R 2K

Suzhen

(catches Qing by her clothes) You can’t just plunge in.
FNEINFEARIR) (R FE E A ATKHE |

Qing
Oh, right. Damned inconvenient.
SFUL | RORSE T -
Suzhen

(sees a Boatman) Boatman, we want to cross.

R > BT

Boatman

This boat’s already reserved.

EEEEFAETT -

Qing
Take us first and then come back.

RE] DAl a8 25 A a2



Boatman

No!
AT !

Qing
Why you...
RFEEN. .

Suzhen

Qing, stop. Oh, it’s beginning to rain.
INFS L ST o 1 BRER T !

Qing

(to Boatman) Listen, if you take us across now, we’ll pay double. If you don’t,
(lowers her voice) I’ll squeeze the life out of you.

(AR EEEE | SRR - JMI R EE - A IR(BREEES). . D
SRR

Suzhen

Please, it’s raining so hard your passenger probably won’t come.

FREEIR T > B NEEEA - ARTHERYZ AR ATREAR AT -

Boatman

Here he comes now.

s ARz T -

Xuxian A
(enters) What’s wrong?

(L) B m = ?
Boatman
These ladies want to cross.
12 A S AR AR B E AL -
Xuxian

Tell them to get in. Hurry, the storm is picking up.
PGSR | BRI T -



Boatman

(to Qing) You’ll keep your word and pay me double?
I/ INEEE) IRE TR (T E R (SIS 2

Qing
Row, tortoise.

S RIRAIAL > IRE SR |

Xuxian

You have no umbrella? (he holds his umbrella over Suzhen).

RS T AN ? (R IEE EH)

Suzhen
Thank you.
St -
Xuxian
Take the ladies home first.
Sl e % -
Qing
Where do you live, sir?
i AT ZAETEE ?
Xuxian
Not far from the Qian Tang Gate.
FEFEIEFIIFAT
Qing
(pretends) We live near there, too.
(WEESD) 7517 AT
Xuxian

Really? (to Suzhen) Then you must know my pharmacy. My name is Liang Xuxian.

NS 7 CH R Haiah) AR I —ERE B IV EEH - £ Mt -



Qing
I am called Xiao Qing, and my sister is Bai Suzhen.

/NG - PN H RS -

Suzhen
Thank you for taking us across.
Sl AR — [EER -
Xuxian
Take the umbrella with you.
BRI EEE -
Qing

(Suzhen refuses but Qing takes it) We’ll return it to you tomorrow.

(RSB > (H/NEZT) MR EEr -

Xuxian

Fine, no actually, I’d better come pick it up. Where did you say...
4o AT WEREHCEREW T - MIRITAERT AR ?

Qing
We’re on the corner of... Yu Sheng Road. (Qing whispers to Suzhen) There must be a
Yu Sheng road...
HFVHAEAE. ... FERHE AR - (NFHEREEBIE—EA I
PRSI 7

Black out B35

Scene 2 At Xuxian’s pharmacy

B 2 BT IHIEESH

Suling
Get up, lazy good for nothing. How many times do I have to tell you, the herbs have
to be picked before dawn?

PRESEEIR T - IREERETEAVEEY) | BRIRERB /DT - BAENERT R PREE -

Xuxian

(he sniffles and sneezes with a cold) 1 know, I know.

GFHILEE T B E  TEE) 4FHl > KEN |

7



Suling
Brother, we have to work even harder now that Chan’s son has returned. We’re
already losing customers to him.
el FIEELS AT » BRAHEFEPREEE T IR AT
JRREFIMALE T

Xuxian
Don’t worry. Last night I had a dream about two beautiful goddesses, one in green
silk, and the other in white. I’'m sure it’s a sign of good fortune.
BUFECS - b - WERRES L T A2 —(EEZFRK s —HEELE - JiEE
s IR |

Suling
You and your goddesses! I know what such dreams mean. Go, before Chan’s

assistants have plucked the mountain bare.

TRAMUZL. . ARRHECEZIE | PR | R MERELESOE T -

Xuxian
(getting dressed) Don’t worry, they don’t know where to pick the best herbs, and just
mix the good and bad together.
(ERORHEL | MR RIER A I E e EErvEErf - HEiiasifr—it - (&

HF5 -

Suling
So they sell cheaper. What can we do but follow?
FrLAMEAMA S EEEEE | B T E2MMRE - Ehe S ?

Xuxian

Not as long as Dr. Ping still recommends us.

BRI SRR TEE R 0 R N AR AR TR I -

Suling
Dr. Ping is getting old and so are his patients. You have to be more enterprising. Go to
the city and drum up more business. And we should look for your bride among the
doctors’ families.
PRRET > MAHALE T RE R E T !
ez EWE AREE AT > BH - RPEZEREAT X P RPkER -

8



Xuxian

Only if I can choose for myself.

WALREH CERERA -

Suling
I’m your father and mother, I raised you.

HAE T URHIEEEARIR > ReZIEHRAY -

Xuxian
I’1l think about it. First to the mountain.
WKEEZEERE > B LILET -
Black out. 215
Scene 3 At the Snake Sisters’ house
535 wHKER
Qing

(playing cards) I’'m tired of waiting. Perhaps he isn’t as eager as he seemed.

(TR FE AL T - ST m BRI -

Suzhen

It was so embarrassing. I’m so used to people running away from me.

REEHE T RELREE AT G R -

Qing
(knocking) Speak of the human!
(FF9) sieaTlEFans !
Xuxian
Hello, I’ve just come...
(A1 SERNES & I
Qing

To get your umbrella.

AR -



Suzhen

Why, you’re all wet! Come in.

RS EIEERE T | P -

Xuxian
I’ve been up on the mountain picking herbs (shows his sack) and the storm caught me
by surprise.
B EPREE T (ZHMAIRLS) - B FE R EE ARG AR TR

Qing
Show us what you’ve got. My sister and I are quite knowledgeable about herbs. (ke
spreads them out; they study the herbs; he studies Suzhen)
SGIMBEE T TR S » FONHHE 5 tE -
FFUEEE R — R - WA TR R - &R H)

Suzhen

Yes, quite good quality, but there are better higher up...
BN SE - (A EY. .

Xuxian
[ only go up to the very top of the mountain twice a year. It’s too dangerous. There are

landslides, and besides, it’s covered in snow.

H—FEH ENTERK > HyREk 7 R aE 5%  B8EEE -

Suzhen
[ will go get tea.
HWEEGK -

Xuxian
(whispers) Are neither of you married?
(HEE) IR .. o] e 458 2

Qing

No. Are you?
=2 RIE ?

10



Xuxian

Not yet, but just this morning my elder sister was saying I must marry soon.

Hiliglg - SRFEBERPAHRTE !

Qing
And what did you tell her?
AR EFESR 2

Xuxian
That I would make my own choice.
B AE H O RE

Qing
It seems you already have.
BT AL T -

Xuxian

Yes, Little Sister, you’ve guessed my mind. I love your beautiful sister, but am I, a
poor pharmacist, worthy of her? An unknown man cannot just walk in and expect to
be taken at face value.

W AN IREFIR T BORRIREREVEE - BRI E—EE5EERT  TETE
FCts E4hE ? — Bt/ N R iE PR AR - BHIREMEI Mg -

Qing
Your face is not bad.

IRRAVEBEE -

Xuxian
Hers is the loveliest I’ve ever seen. And she moves with some otherworldly grace, [
can’t quite explain.

fARR IR RAE AN 0 — R —FERE A OER R A > RELHSERS -
Qing

Then it’s best not to try.
AR a1 -

11



Suzhen
(enters) Please accept some tea. So, is your business new or has your family run the

pharmacy a long time?

GfES) S - FTLL > (RAVEER 2 H ORIy > B H RIS 7

Xuxian
The Liang family has been making medicine for four hundred years, but I'm afraid
the business isn’t prospering. The new twists and turns of business leave me like a...
HMRFEHCLEUE ST T BHRIBEEAFHEE - AT E TR R

Qing
A lobster in a boiling pot?
G /KR BE ?

Xuxian
Not exactly.
A EEER -

Qing
But you are turning red.
{ERERELL T

Suzhen
Qing, let Mr. Liang speak.
INFF > BITERR AT -

Xuxian

I’m lucky to have the backing of the famous Dr. Ping, who once saved the governor’s
life, but I can’t rely on his loyalty forever and have to find a new strategy.

HAREHE » AHE PRI IFFI - AT RoHsE & AT aniE |
BERAREKEFEMBED > BEGEFHE -

Qing

What are you going to do?

ANRA TR ?

12



Xuxian
I don’t know. People nowadays are so confused by misleading labels, and medicines

‘doctored’ with false ingredients.

HAHIE - TRAEAMNIHE R 3B NI BN =E0H 55 15 A A S5V P -

Xuxian
Our traditional medicine has become a new fad. Now with so many people growing
rich, they’re all clamoring for exotic cures.
BRIy Ko Bl - ElEE AT ER - IS SR R A R
B o

Qing
Why? Are rich people more sick than before?
Fof] ? B8g NELIERTRE & 2 2% BB 2

Xuxian
(laughs and shakes his head) The things people get into their heads. When they hear
about some fashionable new disease, they suddenly have to have it too. They imitate
the wealthy even in sickness. Rare animal parts are all the rage, and so profitable—
bear bile, tiger bone, shark’s fin, rhino horn, snake blood....
CEERET) R/ AMIISERZERE - —EERIAE RS ERE - M
ZEIRERAS T iE0W - NP E ARy —3—8) > 3 T 4% ) &R0 -
EEIGELIEZIFEY) HEMIVEEVER - SEVATEIFE S - GU2REIE - 7
B~ Al B4 - el

Suzhen
(shivers) How barbaric!
(BED BEEREE T |
Qing
What do you do?
AT RE BB 2
Xuxian

I have told my customers it’s an illegal and cruel trade, but they just don’t believe me.
They think that when a rhino’s horn or a shark’s fin is cut off, the animal just grows

another, like fingernails or hair. Well, you know how people think.

13



WREEHEEE AN  BEATEEE - BIREY > EMITRANTEAY -
e B Ay A B AR B R B R o > b Beds S, |
LA AN ASIVEDN SISO

Qing
We do?
e 157
Suzhen
Tell us.
SRR R L o
Xuxian

The rarer the animal, the higher the price; the higher the price, the more it’s killed. It’s
a vicious circle by greedy businessmen...like my competitor, Chan.
éﬁ?ﬁﬁ NENY) - B E - MERESE PSRBT -

TR EAT R MIPTE R MEIEER - BREEERE T NE e T — -

Qing
(whispers) Truly, our minds are not human.

(HeB) BMav AT M AJEAE -

Xuxian
It’s no longer about health at all! Only status! That’s why I no longer stock animal
parts

BECASERREREEE T - MR F | BEERTTERAHUCESYIZEM -

Qing
You won’t get rich.

RN FIEEAY -

Xuxian

With the growing trade in fake medicine, I might not be alive either.

(BEERT A BRI > TRV AEST Al ReEl A REE 1 -

Suzhen

Mr. Liang, my sister didn’t mean to offend.

RANT o ERIIFFEEL

14



Xuxian
It’s all right. My sister thinks the same. I’d better go. I didn’t mean to bother you with
my troubles. (goes)

ey > SUHIREEENY - JaZE T AT N HIRAVEFTERIEM(LS)

Suzhen
Rarer than the rhino is the man who would endanger his livelihood for his self-

respect. Oh, he forgot his umbrella.
R 7 BEIMG AR ALLEENEAERGD - 1| ST R4 T

Qing
He didn’t forget. I think we’re going to have to save this noble pharmacist from his
high-minded self. Well, sister, we’re not two days into this human experiment. Are
you ready to tie your fate to a man’s?
A B T FAEIRAHSHEIE A S SRR M e HY B PP R 2K
HIH - FATE NEH A2 %K - IRERVEEHE R B Cavan #H1E 5 A HE—
AEE 7

Suzhen
It may have been fate that I met him, but not that I have fallen in love.
B e PR RE > EARRESEE BT -
Black out B35

Scene 4 In Xuxian’s pharmacy

5B 435 FTIHIEESH

Xuxian

No, Mayor Xia, it will not help you.
AliERE - B3hE - BRI —REF g A |

Xia
But I want rhino horn. I must please my new wife.

HIFLEFEREAF > BESTHHRRAVEL -

Xuxian

It’s now very expensive.

AR E Sy |

15



Xia
I have the money

LT E RN |

Xuxian
But I have only a little horn left and it’s used for bringing down fever. I'm sorry to
disappoint you, but rhino horn is not an aphrodisiac.
BRGE SR N —RERE T S TR RN - HERGERAE T HRA
A AN IR A-phro-di-si-ac °

Xia
A what?
AGIEAIEE 2
Xuxian
Uh, sex aid for men.
g > FLEREE B A — BRIV -
Xia

Using foreign words now, are you? I’ve been coming to this pharmacy since my
grandmother first brought me, but if you won’t give me what I want, I’ll go Chan’s.
AIEER AN - (EH NRHEERRLG - PAER A RORIEESE T BIREEAE
o Tt =/ NEANE |

Suling
(enter) What did he want?
(#E35) RS EE ?

Xuxian
Rhino horn. He has a new wife.
AR - IR T ENE -

Suling

You didn’t give it to him? What’s wrong with you? He’s the mayor, you fool. We can
get more.
TR A EEME ? (RERMER ? M el Z2saRMIRE(E SR | Ff AR DU
GEEZ

16



Xuxian
Not legally.
iE AR EARY -

Suling
The price will only go up.
(EAE G LUk - P m] DARE R

Xuxian
I will not be responsible for the extinction of a noble beast. A rhino used to be a gift
only for emperors. Now a billion people want a piece of it!
HaEA T Hi e BEEYRoL - BA AR R AW EA ARG - TRAE
BRI T —HFFEE |

Suling
Noble beast! You might as well be a vet.
SRR (TS EIVENY) - EEA L EEEE ?

Xuxian
Western pills better and cheaper than rhino horn. When horn was all we had, we used
it sparingly, now when it’s disappearing people think it’s the magic cure for
everything.
PREERI LA ARG EE AR AR AR A AR - TGS R E
T EREE CTREHFETAER - Mt e EFEES |

Suling
People remember their mothers using it, and when they’re sick they want their
mothers. Xuxian, you’re a good man, but you understand neither business nor
psychology. So everyone else will get rich on lies while we dig our graves with the
truth. Brother, at a certain point integrity is just stubborn pride.
MNAECRSE AR B » AP A Rt ARG E % - 3P - IR2— M
A ABIRAE AR AR ARLOE » FrPUR NRESEE Sk 8 - Fefial
13 EAH E SIERS - B | AR IEE HU MR S -

17



Xuxian
(he looks up in mirror) I have the reputation of this family to uphold. I will not betray
my own knowledge.

(BEHRTHEIVHCD) REEEEIFENRE - RENAGET B O -

Suling
I know you think I’'m old fashioned and small minded...
HHIBREEHER N EHCR -

Xuxian

No, no....

T B

Suling
And only think about profit, but it’s not true. I too, care about our family name. Can’t
you see we have to change with the times?
i H A 8E RS - (HiEANEER » Bt —HR ORISR - (BIRNEERM
FEZ IR AR 2

Xuxian
Well, what do you suggest?
SFIE - HS IR (T 7

Suling

Go with Dr. Ping the next time he goes to the city. Learn the current practices...and
find a wife.

NICPARF A IR E A A | BB T ARl - IREHELR S -

Black out. 215

Scene 5 Snake Sisters’ house

%555 IRHKRHIR

Qing
(Xuxian knocks on their door) Well, neighbor, good to see you.
FFlEF D R E | EEHRES AW -

18



Xuxian

Is your sister at home?

SHAERY ?

Suzhen
(enters) Oh, Mr. Liang, do sit down.
GRS | AT - 5 -

Xuxian
I am planning a trip to city and...
HRE (i Il — 8.

Suzhen
To the city!
R L 2

Xuxian

You seemed to think I was too old fashioned.

TRAFBRSRIREIR -

Suzhen
Oh, I hope you didn’t think...
R | FEEARAN 20

Xuxian

You were right. And since I’m planning a long journey, I wish to discuss....

AT > BE LR R(E B > ATDUREE HSEHIER IR SEE -

Qing
(interrupts) You’ve come to ask about whether pearl powder is good for dizziness?

(FTEDREREE BRI fEF RE am LS 2

Xuxian
No, I...
FRA > T

19



Qing
Or whether ginger root heals blistered feet?

2 M AR RE N e JH R _E A 7KOR 2

Xuxian
No, I...

Qing
Or why these sesame cakes made by my sister are such a good stimulant that I can

hear your heart pounding?

R ] R Al H A A Z iR 5 Lt —

o R Rl AN ] -

Xuxian

No, L.. (realizes) oh, ah, yes, they are delicious.

A . CRARIEEA) 12 | R5E - HEE IR |

Suzhen

(to Qing) Hush! How can you be so vulgar?
(H/INEiieh) 2 | B IRLS ?

Xuxian
(laughing) Suzhen, What I was going to say is that [ want to marry you, but only if |

also get the vulgar little sister.

R RIEERAYE > BB REE > (HAHEEE SR N Rt PR -

Qing
What! As your second wife?
(78R | ERE RN NE ?
Xuxian

(laughing) No, no, as my...little sister.
(FRNTE > PEE R AR Rk - PP —#E40E -

Qing

Aye, what a businessman! Suzhen, can you love such a man?

HEEW | 25 0 (RE M ?

20



Xuxian
I’ve told you of the problems I face, but with you at my side I know I can overcome
them. Ever since we met, I’ve thought of you as my... destiny. I wonder if you feel the
same about me.
HEACH ISR R RS - HEAE R B RS E » WERIRFTERY
PELBSE - ETEERFIAEE > BRELFIBEIRZERAY. ... . apfUEE - AHEZEEAFR. ..

Suzhen
Yes. Perhaps in an earlier life, we met, fell in love, and...

A BEHEETET > MESHS - AR BA..

Qing
And?
BH?

Suzhen
I don’t know. I guess it’s just a matter of faith.

HAHRE  HEEHEEESRE T

Xuxian

In me?

BRI ETIE ?

Suzhen
Uh, well, yes, but I meant...in myself.

e 2 EREER. EREC -

Xuxian
Then you will marry me?
AT MR R R 3E 7

Suzhen
You don’t know who you are marrying.
(B R H AP — TR -

Qing

(aside) Indeed!
(FE—55)2 8 |

21



Xuxian

As you say, it’s a matter of faith.

FLEARERAY - BB ESHIRE -

Suzhen

Yes, and without it, we die.

> NHER

Xuxian
Oh! Suzhen, I love You! Good. Then it’s all settled. In three days, I’ll come to take
you home

Ml R WEIR R T > ERERAE T ZRERIRGHIRES -

Qing
Now all you have to do is persuade your sister.

IRERAEZE B i A -

Xuxian
I’1l take care of that.
BT ISRy
Black out .35

Scene 6 At Xuxian’s pharmacy
Bi5t 6 FHleyEEsH

Suling
(slaps him) How dare you! I won’t let you marry an uncivilized woman from the
mountains. Have you lost your mind?
(s TEHI—EE) RFRIET | FREEN FBIREE L EAYEE A | IRE T
g 2

Xuxian
Curb your anger at my not consulting you. You’ll see I’ve made my decision to help

our family.

AERN RBBOERER AR > RE 7RSS (ERE o] DR BRI -
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Suling
I won’t look at her or speak to her.

Hag g Rt | A EERhER— ¥ !

Xuxian

You’ll treat her courteously. I’'m going to get her and her sister now. (leaves)

IREEHE DGR, » BRE Rk T - ()

Suling
(shouts after him) Sister? You never told me about any sister! (mutters to herself)
A house of three women and one foolish boy! Nothing could be worse. Chan’s son
has been looking at me with a certain gleam in his eye. If Xuxian’s mountain fairy
gets any ideas about taking over the shop, at least Xiao Chan offers me another
chance. Aye, what is a woman? I spend my life raising the no-good boy and now he
marries a no-good woman.
(FEM B RIEIEE) Shik ? (RZERPGT BTk k ?
(B8 EFTEUBREEE=ELAMN—EZES A » /LALEFEEI T -
LRRAY 5B EIT  IRMEEE R EE - RFLEY Tz, AEREER
S5 o /DU INBREE T HAMARE o I B RV R ? AL T ' TEME
BEMB N » BT S EEE—EEEYIZCA -

Xuxian
Sister, meet Bai Suzhen and her sister, Xiao Qing. (they kneel to her) They bring gifts
of silk, cash, and rare herbs.
A - EAEEREMMA SRR NT o« (WABHHETE) @7 7455 - 88
M EEE(E R REfE

Suzhen
Dear Sister, thank you for welcoming us into your house. We’ll serve you to the best
of our poor ability.
U HAE - SEHREE R MTINAIRFINREE - @EREINWCHE - [EIRFIRE
SRR -

Qing

Dear Sister, we’ll assist you in any way possible.

HUOSHIHE - TMIE G R ERAY -
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Suling
(softened by their humility) Well Brother, go to the market to buy something for the

wedding dinner.

(R FIEVERE AT 1L > 3526 AMEE LR AR -

Suzhen

We’ve brought cooked food with us. Please let us prepare the meal.

BAPT Al 1B 2E - B MR -

Suling
Very well. (they prepare the food and sit down to eat) What’s this? Duck? It smells
very good. And this? Ah, the fish looks done to perfection.

ReF (MR SR 2 ISR ? HEW | S\ ? EfREEEETE -

Xuxian

(whispers) My sister loves a good meal.

(HEeB) BAHHEEZ A T HIIZHY |

Suzhen
(smiles) Who doesn’t?
((E)FE B ERiIEREDITEE ?

Suling
You used medicinal herbs to flavor the dishes., I must say, they’re quite delicious.
IR A SEEERIR | SR RS » B S IaR T -

Suzhen
I’d like to start an herb garden in back of the shop.
W E SR T — Lo 5 o

Xuxian

Good idea. Really good idea! It will cut down on costs.

4 EE | A LIE NIRRT

Suling
I always said we should have an herb garden.

AR FAMEZ A — S -
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Qing
And I’'m happy to help gather herbs on the mountain.
B RETET RS -

Xuxian

You see, Sister. You won’t have to go

HAH - B - RN ECERET -

Suling
She’ll have to learn what to pick first. I might not be a cook, but I’'m the daughter of
Liang and know how to make the best medicine. Now, once you get to the city, try to
drum up business among the wealthy merchants. if only you could discover some new
disease ..
U Ef“cf ERRHEEE T LI > AT BB RRRAV - FAIE SN
AP HEE - DUR IR - SemAREe A g8 N F R MAvEE - (IR IRAESR IS
— BE R -

Xuxian

I won’t start making up fake diseases or raising false hope.

HEEN GRS A e N BRI R » A RL T -

Suzhen

But there’s nothing wrong with doing a little experimentation.

i JHEL ©

Suling
My meaning exactly. (sighs) You just don’t know how to keep up with the times.
B | (ER) IRELE AN R EFER ERG -

Xuxian
In these times of constant change, people appreciate stability and reliability. And now

that I’'m a married man, that reputation is even more important to maintain.
AR E B LRI AP E R R EN A SR A A R =S
T IRAEELL R G EE -
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ActIIZE 2 &

Scene 1 On the Mountain near Fahai’s hermitage

135 EEEERTNLE

Suling
(picking herbs) There, that’s enough. Always pick only the freshest leaves. And never
go over there. It’s the monk Fahai’s hermitage.
(PREEEER) B T | kB S i T -
HAREEHAETINEE - AR GRS -

Qing
Who?
rebtae?

Suling

Our holy man. Never disturb him. Watch out, there’s an excellent fungus by your foot.
i BAE S NI - @EARZFTIEM - /0 | IRAHE AL -

Qing
My foot? Oh, yes. He never comes down off the mountain?

HAll 2 W S JRIBIEAA LI 7

Suling
Only twice a year. With Fahai up here meditating and chanting from morning till
night, we in the town are safe. No, that leaf’s got yellow edges. Well, you certainly
pick faster than Xuxian. He dawdles over everything. I thought he’d never leave.
Come, we have enough now.
EF RN - AMERIEEETTA - FB8HTE - FAFE B E ik R%
9o pEA R BT B T o IREMELEETLDR - ARSI -
BB LA Rtk E R EE T | 2K | JfAvEF4 T -

Qing

He wasn’t eager to go.

ARAASEE
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Suling
Quite! So in love in with your sister he was even more absent-minded. Not even

getting out of bed till noon.
AAENS | BeE BIREHMER - fERTEEARRY > AFIH E=58A TR -

Qing
They were both happy.
(UAE(FEE

Suling
Too happy, and with less sense than ever. Now he won’t have much time in the city

before the rainy season starts. Then the roads will be too muddy to travel. (they enter

shop)
SEMEIEEE T ANUILMEIERE - IREERERRG AT > M2 (T R RERHE AR
T o RENFRE LS S E R - O AZEH)

Scene Two At Xuxian’s pharmacy

525 FTIIHVEESH

Suzhen

(to Qing and Suling) Good morning, give me the herbs. I’ll dry them while you eat.
B fEEsa e | FRRIRIZ BT I E TR -

Suling
(Mrs. Ma enters) Hello Mrs. Ma, have you eaten?
(RN BRAL - IZ8E T 2

Where’s your brother?

TR T 2

Suling
He’s gone with Dr. Ping to the city to learn about all the latest diseases.

AT R IR IR T T HER AP

Ma
Well, I hope they don’t bring any back.

R AT PR
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Suling
(laughing) Excellent joke, Mrs. Ma!
(RZE) BRAEEHR |

Ma
Who’s going to look after us if they’re both gone?

R FTERAAE - SETRRT I 2

Suling
No need to worry. I am as good at making medicines as he. So, how can I help you?

BIFEL - BARIFFII—BFHIZERS - JAE - TR RTINS ?

Ma

My son caught a fever yesterday. He cries out saying his joints are on fire.

PO THERSE SR - A (E0EE - SREHER G ERE K -

Suling
Oh dear! It’s too early for dengue. Any rash?
g o RN | BEREEERERERERNF T - ARSI 7

Ma
No. Sometimes I think he just gets sick to stay in bed and have me look after him. But

what can [ do?

A BRI MR E R R IR - (EHEZ S 2

Suling
You’re right. It’s best not to take chances. I’ll make this Yin Qiao San Jia Jian for
you. Make sure you boil it the full four hours and that he drinks it all.
TRERHVE | It EE | Ehe - RELHEEGER - —EEEMERR - 1 B
TEMAE5E ©

Ma

Even he knows the worse it tastes the better it works.
LS 2 EVAIE R EE T A EH -
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Suling
(laughs) Ah, your sense of humor never gets sick!

(2) BRARZHIRE—EE EFEER |

Suzhen
(coming out, calling) Mrs. Ma, four hours is a long time to be with fever. Soak these
leaves in vinegar and crush them to put on his forehead and chest. They should
comfort him till the medicine is ready.
(BHSEREED) BRA | BT arrRIER R B EHEA - S5 RIEEL
TR EISHE - WEHE-SERRYEREEAIN C1 | - MG SR e SR Rt & &7 AR RG -

Ma
I don’t have any more money.
BHR—FEZ T -
Suzhen
My gift.
EEERA—RILE -
Ma

Then, thank you. (goes out. Qing enters.)
At 7 o (HRAHS - NEHES)

Suzhen
I’'m glad our coming into the household has gone so smoothly. I was worried
Xuxian’s sister would cause trouble after he left. She’s easily tamed with a good meal.
HAR = LR B AR - PASIE LA FIE R S fRE - B
JFA A A SRR E T

Qing
I don’t trust her. When I go with her to collect herbs, she criticizes me the whole time.

HIEEA L - Pt EPREE ST — EAE MR -

Suzhen

Be careful! Don’t make her nervous.
JIVCNES - BIFR RS 5 S HY o
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Qing
It’s not fair! I don’t like being stuck here as a servant—this is not what we, what I,
meditated a thousand years for. You’ve got what you wanted, but I still need to search.
BB A | A AR E A E O - BN R -~ FEZER AN 2
ERTFBEN » REIRE] TIRER - (IR -

Suzhen

I know. But we have to be patient. Qing, [’'m pregnant.

HlE > BEERMEAMC - NE > HEET -

Qing
Already? You don’t seem very nervous.

(e ? RRE T 2 (BRI — A B -

Suzhen

Of course, I am. As all first time mothers are.

EPERREAR B ? B W) R AR AV B A g BaRAY -

Qing
Hasn’t it occurred to you that you might give birth to a snake...or worse?
IRE A8 il g A ) — &g - B R 2

Suzhen

No, I have faith in dominant genes—two legs, two arms, black hair, dark eyes, and ...

EBEA > BHEGZ TR T EEGAMERE - e - BEERIR > 25

Qing
A fat tongue. (shudders) But don’t worry. I’ll look after you though I long to stay on

the mountain.

A NEAEE | (EF) A@EFHEL > REIREAIR > BRI E -

Suzhen
You’re free to roam as you like, but don’t stay out after dark, or Sister-in-law will
suspect you’re seeing a man!
TEEIR R REINCAME - NEEEREBAIEDR » RARMEG AR IRESE A
ETIE !
(Black out) B35



Scene 3 At Fahai’s hermitage

35 RENEE

Fahai
(Qing is picking herbs on the mountain and accidentally disturbs Fahai. He looks up,
startled from his meditation) What are you doing here?
CNEAHEWEPREE - SEERIEE TG - TABRITATER © 1650) (RS
1 ?

Qing
Oh, I’'m sorry. I’'m picking herbs and didn’t mean to disturb you, but I was so
distracted...

R A BAEPREES - NEAEITE > JEA AL T

Fahai
Why?
Rt 7EE ?

Qing
So many strange animals on the mountain that don’t belong here. They’re frightened
and confused. Rabbits, sparrows with clipped wings; carp by the dozens, and red-

eared slider turtles from America and...

B EFF S A BREENENY) - HFIEEA N ER N - WEEIRT ~ i
AR ~ B 2R RN SER--

Fahai
They’ve been released for The Buddha’s birthday. The best time for earning merit.

AR BB O HBE R AR IRCE - B AR ENRS -

Qing
Yes, but surely not the best way. Most of these creatures will starve to death. Those
that survive will be a danger to the native animals. I’ve heard you protect the
mountain—you could persuade people not to do this.
BEREEENZ LR BB EET GOt - T TR EEE SR AR
SLEY) o IREERIR— EAEPREEIELL > IRA] AR AR AR ZEEE s T |
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Fahai
Do not presume to teach me my responsibilities. People need a way to demonstrate
charity and compassion.

AHE DB BCEIREL - NMMIFREFE IR 220 -
Qing

Acts of charity and compassion should be informed and thoughtful.
AN 28R e R I BRI A 2 R 2E A -

Fahai
Do not presume to teach me the sutras. Many people make their living by selling the

animals for release.

D DA Rs R A TIE - IR AR SEE I TSR -

Qing
Yes, a profitable business. But hardly merciful. The Buddha would not be pleased.
BBV R - HIRAZ AR !
A NG Ry T EMHER L -

Fahai

Do not presume to understand The Buddha’s mind.

AR IR ] A Bt HAVREE

Qing
No, [ won’t. I will quietly let him know mine. (goes)

Pk - EREREAERAVEE | (1)

Fahai
Twenty years I’ve lived in peace on the mountain, and now suddenly she appears and
captures my heart. (he sits in ‘earth-touching’ mudra, closes his eyes) 1 close my eyes,
but still only see her face. She criticized me, but if I speak out now against the animal
release, she’ll think I do it for her. I will not be trapped by her beauty. In this case,
right action is ‘no action’; the ideal form is ‘no form.” Ordinary people need forms.
Only the highest beings like me know how to show charity and compassion in secret
and without self-congratulation.
WEAELHIE T B 4 (EERAEMZEIANE - $BEL 7 /A0 o (LI
Kith 2 ZA8 - R TEIRA EIRIS) GREFRPA EIR - dhrvis s A A iR AR
HEEAE o dttaY 73 (EEIRRIE AR A » A —E Sl RS & T i
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WL » A GFHAAIES TR » EREENT - &F0EABERE A - B
FHEbE M - NASFEM » RAGRKR—RCHER - AgREneEE e
WZEARAI R - T A RSB E -

Black out. 215

Scene 4 In Xuxian’s pharmacy

455 FHLRVEES

Chan /|\&#
(enters) Good morning, Miss Liang!
(#£25) FAh > F )
Suling

Xiao Chan! To what do I owe this unusual honor? Have you run out of an ingredient

and come to pay a high price for some of ours?
NER | EEAG =R | (REREE R T FRERMESHEEEL ?

Chan
(laughs) No, but if that ever happened, here is exactly where I’d come...Everything

looks the same.
COBLTR - BUPRE - R EGACEH - S 2.

Suling
Why, of course.
BRI

Chan

I expected some change. (sniffs) Smells good. I keep hearing stories about how
wonderful your cures are, and curiosity got the better of me. Your brother is still in the
city?

WARGHMTESE - () 475F | I—EFRRFERIRAVEES 28 - iFan 08k
W5 73 FrDARAK T - ARSI ?

Suling
Oh yes, I’'m not sure when to expect him back.

> Bt R AT A R A -
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Chan
Then you’re the better doctor. You’ve magically cured Mr. Chao of his gout. Mrs.
Fu’s arthritis that always acts up this time of year has disappeared, and old mother Ma
goes about with a smile boasting of her son’s strength. You certainly know how to
make your customers happy. I don’t see any dried sharks’ fin or birds’ nest on your
shelves. Your jars of cicada husks and seahorses are almost empty too. A pretty
woman’s smile works more wonders than I imagined.
AMTRLE BT IVARR T | IR aLF T2 BIRmE -~ R N
FAETR B IRA T BAEER NIRRT B sai sk -
IR T e ETERURIR . - (BIRAVEEZR IR (e il it - Al Ebdeifing i
IR RZE T B SE AR ELL R G T IVEAR -

Suling
What a charming thing to say, Xiao Chan; but you know I’'m older than you and

should be shown more respect.

W ELEH R/ NG > (EPRAEACERIRR - IR IR i e — 78

Chan
Only by a year. I spent five years studying in the city and I return to find you
unchanged. I suspect you’ve discovered the Elixir of Eternal Youth and are making it
in the back of your shop.
WABR—ERIME « FAC T AFAEWERE - FREHRRTE AR - 3k
BT R A A E ARG T |

Suling
Ah, if only that were true. The long hours of plucking herbs in raw weather have aged
me quickly.
WFZENFEL T REEESREREEEREGEMRE -

Chan
Not at all. Your cheeks are plump and your eyes bright. You’re the best advertisement

for your shop.

—RA G o REVRRITAEALE - SRS - IR IR SE s S AR -

Suling
Now you’re getting carried away. Have you come for any other reason than to make
me blush?

BUERARTTIE T (RBR T ka8 m A S 7

34



Chan

Yes, [ want to take advantage of your brother’s absence to talk to you privately.

BB 26 AR i —ER5E

Suling
I see. (she pours tea)
JRARANLE - (BI7%)

Chan

We have been in unfriendly competition recently.

BV AF BAE B F

Suling
Ever since you came back with so many new ideas, you’ve sparked everyone’s desire
to be up-to-date.

EIEIRT BIE 2RI RAT. - Bissd 7 MBSl (FER e S -

Chan
Xuxian is now off trying to do the same. But many of my ideas I haven’t been able to
implement. As my father grows older; he’s increasingly stubborn and just doesn’t
understand the new ways of doing business.
UL 2 (BB SEERATOEETT - RCHWE L » A
o MARAA T SRR T AR

Suling
My brother suffers the same disease.

PO HMA—BHIER -

Chan
Well, that’s why I’ve come. You and I think alike...and are unmarried.

BIERRTEREGEEE T » BEGHRMEVE -2 LA 2R -

Suling
[ don’t quite understand...

HAHBAYERE:
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Chan
I think you do. If we marry and merge our businesses, we can capture the entire
market. We’re foolish to be working so hard and scraping by with so little when the
opportunities to expand are so good.
BAREIRTE - ARFAMRESSH T H—EEF - IMTEEBSErAERE -
BRI B Ry - By - R AT - BEERNEE
T o

Suling
(sighs) How many nights I’ve lain awake thinking the same. I’ve tried to persuade

Xuxian.

(BESR) A 2 R i iR — By et G el -

Chan
Then you and ...
ALHA. ..

Suling
You and I... (hears rustling in the back and pulls away)

IR - (FER| H 1R A R AR PR MRIRFANVES

Suzhen
(comes in with snacks) 1 heard the tea cups rattle and assumed a guest had come. Mr.
Chan, what a pleasure to see you. Your father 1s well?
(BB ASBDRIEEEE LR RS ERAEAKT |
AT EEBEEI - SR AT ?

Chan
Yes, and yourself? It must be difficult to have your husband away so soon after your

marriage. (he eats)

fAREF > IR ? SURRGHRA ARt - —E RS REREEE ? (IZ3R7)

Suzhen

Of course I miss him. But we’re kept busy.

HHEERE M - HEZERMEAIEE TR -
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Chan
Now I must go. If there’s any way I can assist you in his absence, please do not
hesitate to call. Good day. (exits)
BAFE T - MAERRHE - AR AERRERECIH)T - B AEER - &E
T (HE)

Suzhen
That was very decent of him.
fEAZIEAET -

Suling

No, I don’t trust him. I’d be happy if Xuxian did not know about this visit right away.
It would give me a little time to find out what Xiao Chan is really up to. He laughed
when he saw that Xuxian won’t sell any more animal parts, not even seahorses.

A AMEM - ANEEURTE/ NS KA - A BIFEEEE/NRYH
Y o AEFUAEETEIHNE - &2 EEER > AJBL T -

Suzhen
I’'m glad he doesn’t after he told me they’re disappearing. If one of a pair dies, the
other won’t mate again. I think poems should be written about seahorse fidelity.
fir s TR s LB YIRIR R R Ta5E - RSB E Z RS T - H—EE
B AE—EEEL  5—EMgNERS  ERIE R EREFGES -

Suling
Men like to eat them for virility, and you can never stock enough for that.

FNEZENZ B AR - Fr LUK AR TEXK -

Suzhen

(puzzled) But it’s the male that carries the eggs.
GER) LM INE TV AESE -

Suling
What? The males get pregnant? (they laugh) Ah, my soft-hearted soft-brained brother.
Next, he’ll be saying we can’t eat pork because the pig protests. (exit)
(H/EE? AR LUEZR 2 (—H#ESR T) BHSHOOIBHIEE S » N R Mt &2 eI AAE
IZFEA » RRFE G - (H55)
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Qing
(enters) Suzhen, look what I’ve found.

R BRI T

Suzhen
What is it?
R ?

Qing

Don’t you recognize it? A pangolin, sweet shy little anteater. I rescued it from a trap.
Poachers are setting them all over the mountain.

BN ? ZEH | IS LEER N RIREL - BATRTERE PR - HlLt
WIREAT B LIS -

Suzhen
But why?
R T 2
Qing

Chan is selling the scales as ‘good for the heart.” A little sympathy would be better for
peoples’ hearts. Oh, the more I learn about humans, the more I respect snakes.
/NEREREEE LR R OB REF - AR 2 TE O RE s IE |
TR iR E R e e i

Suzhen
What are you going to do with it?
AT T B EEL B S G2 ?
Qing

Keep it in the herb garden—it eats only ants. Don’t tell Sister-in-law. She’ll want you
to cook it up.

e AR o 2R - A EIZEERHY - ARSI - e
AT T -

Black out B35

Scene 5 In Xuxian’s pharmacy

5B 55 FTIHVEESH
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Suling
(holding letter) This is just like him. I told Xuxian to get back before the rainy season
and now he’s delayed so long he’ll have to wait till after the Ghost month. Stupid
boy! And he must have forgotten that next Tuesday is Mulian’s festival.
(EE1E) BRUEFTURIER - FEFFZEAER A2 » BRI - 2
REHFEEHAEIEAR T » 3E | i —EE N e ke -

Suzhen

I’m sure he’s not forgotten. Something important must have detained him.

HMEMLA T » FEEA TEEZENES T -

Suling
If you had told him you were pregnant, he would have returned fast enough.

WUERIR R ER MR (R RS —E FlRFFEZE T -

Suzhen

I thought it best not to distract him from business.

BT R TR A A B bR

Suling
Business! The word isn’t in his vocabulary. Our father was just like him, the beloved
doctor treating people for free. If it hadn’t been for our mother’s careful management,
we would have starved. He got all the acclaim and she was ridiculed for her penny-
pinching.
HEAR | MARARDZIAE L B | 2RI Gt — - 2{E2 NEEAYTAK -
AWEFNZE - (HEANZH R ORR » TR REE 1 -
BACHISE] TR AAYEESE - [RBTG5 Rl <F i UG8 N\ IRISE -

Suzhen

Xuxian knows he’d be lost without you. Tell me what we must do for the festival.

SHIAIE ARSI LA IR 55 & e B ETRZ b e |

Suling
First we must help sweep and cleanse the temples. And then bring cooked offerings.

B MO ERITEREE > &% BRI -
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Suzhen
And offerings outside the house?
e T hmns ?

Suling
Of course. I’ll burn the paper money. I also invite Fahai to chant the Yu lan ban at the
family shrine. You must make a good impression on him. And perhaps, it’s best to
keep your sister out of sight. Her sharp tongue might offend him.
IR IWERELLAREE - WA E R R AL o R E R MR A
SFENSR o AR ATLIAYEE » SEIRERIR AR - A RIS e — e G = 0A

e

Suzhen
I’ll send her up the mountain.
HeE g IR -

Suling

But make sure she’s back before dark. She’d be great temptation for a hungry ghost.
(B R E M A R AT B2 - HERAER NG R T T ARIE | (HE5)

Qing
(enters) The town is buzzing. What’s going on?

(f£55) SEAEUFENR | RFAEETE 2

Suzhen

Ghost Month and preparation for Mulian’s festival.

BRI > RETE A BRI Ef |

Qing
Ah, I’ve seen those ugly Hungry Ghosts hovering around. Long skinny necks and
bulging bellies they look like...like a snake that’s just eaten a rat. (giggles) But why
are they showing up now?
W > P B AL IR A A R TR 255E - MR T SR S - T EIERY
EHREAGRG:. . FLRRINZ T AT | (WBI8SE) (B MIERAE Ry (g HERIE 2

Suzhen
Remember Mulian had to rescue his mother from Hell after she kept the money he
had given her to donate to the monks. Because of her greed, he had to make food

offerings to appease her Hungry Ghost and then persuade The Buddha to allow her a

40



human rebirth. Greedy mother, dutiful son.

{HE B RERRL GRS (G ISR T AR - Motz -
HP M E A > HE A A EEAEE R - MR FEE o A IOt Ry
A - BEERE > HTANREEIE -

Qing
More like greedy monks! I bet Sister-in-law is making a fat red envelope so she can
be greedy the rest of the year.

EGEAERAHIE | A EGaEBRALE - FRECEUESEE L T E -

Suzhen

Shush! She’s right to worry about you not controlling your tongue when Fahai comes.
/INEERE | EERRERZEYE LR IBARIF IR e B -

Qing
Oh, so he’s visiting us too?
P AL A 220 2
Suzhen
Be good, do you hear!
Fe—hh - PRI |
Qing

Even better, I’ll be absent. I’ll go to the Nu Wa shrine on top of the mountain. Nobody
goes up there anymore. People think we snakes are cruel, but they set up ceremonies
to hide their cruelty from themselves. Nothing but hypocrisy! (exit)

HEAHVET  EGHRERY o IERU_EHTLCHER - BAARAZ NS T -

BT o (L)

Suzhen
(goes to family altar and lights incense) Merciful Kwan Yin, protect my husband from
all harm. Lord Buddha, comfort me. Revered mother and father of Xuxian, in all
ways, [ will serve you till the end of my humble life.
(FEFRIGEIERT ER) ZEARRVEE - SEORMGIAYSIR - S=EAyHbtEm - 55453k
I8 - HEEWEHUZR - EFEEI - BRI N — AR ERF LT - .
Black out B35
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Scene 6 In Xuxian’s pharmacy

% 635 FHLAVEES

Suling
(Suzhen is chopping vegetables) Fahai should be coming soon. (looks out) Amitofo!

(FEEEVER) HEtha T | (EINE) Fs@bess !

Suzhen
What?
I 7

Suling
He’s here already!
fihE&EE T !

Suzhen

Calm yourself. Everything is ready. (Fahai enters with monks, women bow)

BB » EEERELSE T - (BT EEEET - LT T18)

Suling
Thank you, holy one, for your blessings. Though we only heal the rude body while
you liberate the soul, we both devote ourselves to ease the suffering in this life.
RO - MRS AR SRR S 4G - TAIREE ASLEE » BHRMFEREZE
BB B AOHBRIEL AR EEE -

Fahai
I know your brother is the best pharmacist in town, but this year reports of his cures
have been...astonishing. Where is he?
BB RS S e sEML A AP AU SERT » (H IS oK M SO HY BERY 2250 1S Az
B o fMAETRAE ?

Suling
My foolish brother went to the city with Dr. Ping.
BB R R R T -

Fahai
Too bad. I’ll miss our chat and game of chess, but I’ll chant an extra prayer for his

safe return. (Suzhen looks up in thanks, he stares at her) Who is this woman?
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Holf » WRESIMAVEEEAIEE - ERETrE A -P2ER - GEEEEM
G > JRAEE Rt BN EHE?

Suling
My foolish brother’s wife. | was against the marriage, but she has proved useful in the
kitchen and knows herbs.
ALRIRA A B BINE T - W—FAGEEEEES - (BRI RT S HISE 2
=
=H AT -

Fahai
Ah, now I understand. That explains the miraculous cures. I advise you not to
experiment with supernatural knowledge. People might be happy at first, but if
something goes wrong, their suspicions and anger will know no bounds.
g o FRfE T BN E R Y RS T o IR i‘%ééﬁﬁﬁlﬁ%ﬂ
s NMFIMIGR LG AT RE & R RLRRENRR - (HERH T 7288 - A MIayse ORI EAR AT
REITHY ©

Suling

I have often said the same thing, but my foolish brother is always eager to keep up

with new fashions. (gives him a red envelope)

et ZERE - ERPERG—EEERTT - Gaftalw)

Suzhen

(offering food) Please take some refreshment before you go.
(i EEe7) BB ATES LR 2008 -

Fahai
(ignores her) Tell your brother that I look forward to hearing about his travels the next
time I come. Perhaps it will be sooner than we expect. (goes)
(i) S5 BARMIGEEAThcR R - eFgth R MEmnvEn S -
(H5)

Suling
Well, that didn’t go too badly! You look pale.
—UEREIEAAY | IRERERTFEE -
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Suzhen
I’'m a bit dizzy.
WESAERE -

Suling
Well, lie down. I’m starving. (exit)
AR GEEIE | FRtEkE T - ()

Suzhen

(alone) Oh Xuxian! That monk looked right through me. Oh, he knows! He knows
about me! What’s going to happen now? Perhaps he won’t come down again until
after the child is born. Then I’d feel safe. He could say nothing if you’re holding your
own son in your arms. But what were his last words—warning me that he might come
down sooner? Xuxian, hurry back. Tell me you love me whatever happens.
(HE—A) B AFIEEEI T - R - fR1E - fEE REHCEE |
PENGEL B TEEA T ? BT AR LT AR AT A g R SRR E T -

EH T T EE AR TR - T MR 7 2 B S AR
RGPS 2 FH > SRORIREREBEEIAR - S sm i (o (R a2 -

Black out FB£3

Scene 7 At Xuxian’s pharmacy. All sitting around the dining table.
B 75 FHURTEESE - RALIEGRAT

Xuxian
(laughing) 1 walked so fast Dr. Ping could barely keep up with me, but the journey

seemed endless.

(5R) BGERRT » SPRRIARRA _EF - HISHRIEEEE A BRI -

Suling
The city! Tell us about the city. What medicines? What diseases?
SRS TR 7 DR AR P A T AT o A TR SE SRR ©

Xuxian

Cancer is the big one everyone talks about, and AIDS, the big one no one does.

FENE R 2 NIREREY - B 25 Al NEGH
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Suling
We’re lucky not to have that ugly business here.

U RFTEEL NE R -

Xuxian
(knowing they do) Ah, yes. Well, aside from having trouble breathing the polluted air,
the old people are in pretty good shape; it’s the young people that have me worried.
(FIEEEAR) UE - B0 - S0 - SRR 122 5% 0k 78 2 ARy S EsT
R > FEEAA RSB LY -

Suzhen

Why? All the little princes and princesses have got the best of everything.
FofTTEE 2 AL DER T < (AR 2 P B ] !

Xuxian
Quite. Spoiled all their lives, they think they’re not smart enough, rich enough, tall
enough, white enough, big-eyed enough. Plastic surgery is the booming business.
WEE - B fTefegEs 7 - ME5E CAWIE - AAEER - ~s - A
S ~ IREFASR - BP0 m] 2 (E B AT TT5EE |

Suling
Not much call for that here. Remember Granny Su who wanted to look young and
dyed her hair black. When her grandson saw her, he cried and wouldn’t let her hold
him! (laughter)
BHEIPIIAARS o SRR T AR MR - SRR E AT
A AHE.(50)

Xuxian
Men are changing their appearance as much as women. They have to impress the

employers to get the job...
BNIRZN—ERFEARSUE T - ZEE FRTEIRA BEA LIE -

Suling
To get the money....
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Suzhen

To get the girl.
Qing
To get the son.
Ry T &SIEET -
Xuxian

The saddest story I heard was of a young man so desperate, he had an operation to
break his legs and insert a two-inch segment into the bone.

HEER B S E SR HITFEA » B TigfERRUIEE - MRS I EZE T
I 30 1 2 1 o

Suling
Not so sad if he gets a good job.
HreftisE—irir TIECRERS -

Qing

And as long as he never wants to walk again. Vertical is not always beautiful.

WISRMA SRR 7RI - B S AT

Xuxian
Now, the reason why I’'m so late is that Dr. Ping and I arranged to sell some of our
pure mountain herbs under a new label. A premium quality brand that will be sold to a
few doctors in the city and then exported abroad.
Hea [ R R PR KRB AR S E RV SE EL i » IS TE I S F & B 4G Il
KK HEEHEFIESNE -

Suling
Oh Brother! Finally, you’ve done something smart.

B ERE o IRESHMEE TR |

Xuxian
(shows them the boxes and bottles) What do you think of the design?
(e TELERMEER) BiTaEt Sk ?
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Suzhen

It’s beautiful. Look Qing, it’s our mountain!

BHZE/INF  ARRE | B EEER M EEAVHLEELLTE |

Xuxian

(aside to Suling) I don’t want Suzhen to work so much.
(ChHERZESE) RAMEREANIBE R -

Suling
Don’t worry, I’ll take good care of her. I’'m glad the next generation is on the way.
That’s how it should be. (she looks downcast)
AHEL - FE AT IRERL - RS BRI Z - RELE T - EREZN - (tE
AR EH )

Xuxian

I know it’s hard for you.
TRAIA Ry Stk HEAA -

Suling
I’ve already called in the midwife to make the pregnancy food.

HEKEFHRERE R INZN R T -

Xuxian
That won’t be necessary. Suzhen still wants to cook. She knows what she needs.

(midwife enters)

AHEE - RHBEERECHME - SXHEE CHIR - FREHES)

Suling
But here she is.
EAFRELKT -
Midwife

(to Suling) Much too thin. (to Qing) Much too pale, almost greenish. (to Suzhen)
Don’t rub your stomach, it makes for a spoiled child.

(Hefzsiinh) NE T - EVNEHED) RtgeEl @ #HEE T o IRESED
AERERE T R T -
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Xuxian

Nonsense.

e

Midwife
Let me look. Yes, it’s a little bit pointed. I’'m sure it’s a boy.

WEE » T AR EZERZ -

Xuxian

More nonsense.
HHER LB

Midwife
No meat for you till after its born.
EFERIAEHIZER T -

Xuxian
Most nonsense!
é AA/\+

Midwife

Do you forget? Tofu, mushrooms, carrots and lettuce for a male child; pickles, meat
and fish for a female.

RGNS 2 205 - Bk - SHEE RIS EREAE S - M= N - BRI ESRE

ﬁ o

Xuxian
Superstitious rubbish! Poor peasants had so little meat they had to hope the lack of it
would give them a male heir. Our job is to make sure the mother is healthy and
comfortable.

HER(E | HEE A AIZEAE AN H B Z 2 A TR OR R SR FEERET -

Suzhen

Please don’t quarrel. Right now no food appeals to me.
BT | BRAERR AR ARIZ -
Black out
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Scene 8 In Chan’s pharmacy, a farce with shadow puppets

5 835 /NEREVEEE FIEE AT

Xiao Chan /N[
Mr. Fu, still having trouble reading? Even with more light? I’ll give you the best
medicine there is. How do I know? Listen, what animal has the best eyesight in the
dark? Right, owls. Luckily, I’ve just purchased this rare barred owl. You boil it with
these herbs, eat the flesh and drink the broth. Keep those soft inner feathers. Rubbing
them on the skin will make it soft and supple. A special gift for you daughter-in-law.
@i - CRREESAWNEYS ? B MRS AT ? Teaesa e EEFAVEE -
HOETERIE B 24T 8E ? (TTRTRB TAVEE o (HEBYIR 54T ? SR EY
M 2 R - IR E T EMARVIEDERSS - IREEE—HERT - fURNERS 2
7 N2 o BEEHNNEPIETEE - BUES Er] DR SRR AN - &
TREGIIRIR TS -

Ah, Little Gao, that’s an ugly boil on your back. Too much carrying, you say? Here is
a patch of tapir skin to place on it. Tapir, yes that big fat animal from the South. Its fat
and skin is very effective. Come back in three days, and I’1l put on a new patch.

W - N AREE A EGBRAVER T o IREE R Ry K2 5P T2 7

Ko SRIESRHAES E o ¥ SRR AR ME K -

HAMAYRERGEREZE RT3 T | = RIZREIK - FEIRIRIRL -

All right, you two boys, by your giggling I can guess what you want. But you’re too
young for that sort of thing. What! Stimulant and protection? Here’s something
effective and cheap. No, I’'m not insulting you, I used dog penis myself when I was in
the army. What? You want sea cucumber? It’s very expensive. And wasted on such
strong boys. Well, you’re sure to have a good time.

97 WA T BIRTIEACGERIEMER R RE IR - B RFTERE
BT A BIEEE o (1R 7 IRIEEREE L ER B HEE ? B EE AR -
WA BEREIRM - B CE RARETEEAEAEE R - RMTERER
2 PPRET | MAMEFRAS ERRE T - 71 (RFgEFgi—5 7

Mr. Lee, you’re looking very hearty. How old are you now? Ninety-three, and still
going strong. Tell these good people your secret. Every week a bowl of turtle’s blood?
You are the living proof of our medicine’s effectiveness.

e WEZRAGME | BN ? S+ =p 8RR | SRR
MR | R RIE—RidRmEE | EAE ISR ETER |

49



Well, Farmer Jin snake is good...no, not just for sex, but as a general tonic. Snake
bile, snake blood, snake pickled in wine are all known for their strengthening
properties. Now here is an excellent pit viper ... (end of puppet show)

L | e R EmEE  (FRMETES - 1B - i - RS B S
R - EEA TR EEFAERE. - (R EEIAER)

Suling
(eavesdropping at Chan’s house—watching the puppets—is surprised to see Qing)

(FE/NBRZ e > BEMRMEE - BEVNEW T —Bb)

Qing
Is Young Chan experimenting with new recipes? Anything that we might find useful?

INREAE B R EL TSR 4E 1S 7 AT AV 2

Suling
He was just recommending snake liquor.

e P M ey -

Qing
I guess snakes have an obvious appeal for some men...

SEAYMERE S [HEFLE 55 A\ HY BRI -

Suling
Oh, not just for men. Since they shed the old skin for a clean beautiful new one, the

skin 1s very good for all kinds of skin ailments.

AEFRFYFENE - SEEe NEERZ - A ERTEL o MR RV RS PR AR EE AT -

Qing
I'see. If I ate the skin, would it give me a good complexion?

W& T AT ENZ Mg A7 - PG 2RERVAILSE - 208 7

Suling
You certainly don’t need it. Your skin is perfect. Do you have any secret?

IRA TR | RS R T - A R BRRLaAE ?

Qing
Sleep. Lots of sleep.
5 NIV
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Suling
Well, come along, Sleeping Beauty, enough of your foolishness.

%o GBI | DIRERYEA > BIFUE T

ActIll =%

Scene 1 At Xuxian’s pharmacy

155 FHURVEESH

Xuxian
It’s good to see you smiling and the color back in your cheeks. You were so pale, you
frightened me.

REEEIIRKESRS  AEOEY T - (RZFilRtrEs - FREEWE T

Suzhen
So many things could have...happened...
AREARS G-

Xuxian

I was scared too. But now we’ve celebrated the boy’s first month and he’s the
healthiest baby I’ve ever seen. We can relax and be happy.

HAAREF - MEBERMVEE TR T tEEREEREFENEE T
B N LU T e

Suzhen

[ am, but you spent an awful lot of money on the celebration.

HAARBAC > BIRTE TR —Fs A L

Xuxian
Our new medicines are doing very well! They passed inspection for export. Last
week, our first shipment sold out and new orders are pouring in.
R JRMAEEEERY - @R eE T - EEHFRMSEtEE
BT o I HAET Bt —HE K -

Suzhen

You sly fellow! Keeping this all secret from me.

TRE(ERTERR! TEARIWEIE AR -
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Xuxian

No regrets that you married this shy clumsy boy?
IR IR AE T 22 RS 2

Suzhen

I only hope our son has the same lovable qualities. By the way, where is he?

AL M T B - B 1 - MAENE 2

Xuxian
With my sister. She seems to have forgotten her own unhappiness. She was once
engaged when our parents were still alive, and the boy died in an accident. Everyone
took it as an ill omen and no family ever dared to make her another offer.
AT AT - MEEEATE SR TR bt -
ZIRBERIIH i - Mg 5T 17— PR - EAASER —FES M -
REHF BN ERTRIK - 1R E NBE M T -

Suzhen
I’'m glad the child makes her happy.
PefR i BB A Y 52 T8 B O -

Xuxian

The only one who still seems restless is Qing. We should look for a husband for her.

BAERRUNG T B EZ Rk E R -

Suzhen
Uh, no. I don’t think so.
NI > FA B -

Xuxian

(Ma enters shop) Good morning, Mrs. Ma, what is...?

(R NEEEES) 7 BRA A2
Ma

Come quickly. My boy has been vomiting for two days.
R EERFEE | TR TEHERRT !
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Xuxian

Why didn’t you come earlier?

TRIETEA TR ?

Ma
He complains so much I usually wait to see if it’s serious, but this time he tried to
hide it from me. He’s scared.
i FERIREEAEAET I > FTLIEE §EFES O ENREE - HEXRM
TEE 2R - IR F -

Xuxian
Scared of my medicines no doubt.
— B SETAIZ IR EE -
Ma
He coughs, has trouble breathing.
HIZAE A o PR PR -
Xuxian

(calls out) Suling! (whispers to her) I’'m going to go see him, but I’ll be back soon.

CRM) &z | GHlHEZEHE) REZBERRANG T IRAFLEK -

Suzhen

Here comes Mayor Xia. He looks worried, too.

HEEAT | EERRER -

Suling
Mayor Xia, I hope your family is....
HiE & o WERFER-
Xia
My father is unwell. Where is Xuxian?
PEHEGIRARNE - FFULAEYS 2
Suling

He just went to Mrs. Ma house. We’re entering the cold season now. You have to keep

the elderly warm and comfortable. They feel the cold more.

EBRARKT » MBS T > REZEEE AR > frtEEH
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Xia
I’ve already given him ‘fragrant meat’ soup. He’s wheezing...like this.
WELGEMAR T ERS » BEEmER-BIER -

Suling
Have you consulted Dr. Ping?

TR PR IR 2

Xia
He says it’s pneumonia. Here’s the prescription.
flEit e sk » EHEIEEETT -

Suling
Ah, then I can prepare it for you. (whispers) Suzhen, is there anything I should add?
W > BT A ARINEE - (H5h) RHE > ATEEEEHn] Ly 2

Suzhen

Well, perhaps a little dryopteris (guanzhong) and a gram of Isatis leaf (dagingye).
TR — S E R ER— YR FE -

Suling
There you go.
BT RHYEE -

Suzhen

Make sure those taking care of him wash their hands frequently...

AR ORI N T

Xia
Yes, yes, all right. But do you have any shark’s fin? It’s still good medicine. No? Then
I’1l have to go to Chan’s. (exit)
SR IR RO 2 iR A SR | A P R R R/ NRALE T

Suling
We’ve treated his family for so long and now he has no loyalty.

HAITPEM IR BT BAEMTEARE R E
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Suzhen

Shark’s fin will do no good for pneumonia.

1M H sl i k BRI AR B -

Suling
Good morning, Mrs. Gao. We’re having quite a busy morning.

Fo@mRA e TS KR EZE ARSI |

Gao R A
My father isn’t well. He was over at Mayor Xia’s house playing cards with Old Xia,
and now both old men are ill.
BACHBAEHGIRA KAT - A EE SEEREETTE - &ERBAER AL
ANZEBIE T

Suling
They’re both heavy smokers.
T B R -
Gao
My father smokes for health, but he doesn’t feel like it now. He’s short of breath. And

has a high fever.
BACH Ry T IR HIGS - (BB T - MmN i REE S -

ol

Suling
Fever? The cold months are cruel to the elderly. There you go, Mrs. Gao, for the fever.

EICNESN SESVNE Jaw T 7 S L 5 E

Gao
I don’t know what he’d do if I got ill. I’'m the only one who has the patience to look
after the bad tempered old fellow. (exits)
HAFIERELZH 7 M2 BT - RARAN O IETA AR R E - (1)
Black out 233

Scene 2 At Xuxian’s pharmacy

56255 FTIHIEESH
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Suzhen

(Xuxian enters) You look exhausted...again.

FHlH#ES) RERASCZELER -

Xuxian
I know.
FRHHE -

Suzhen
What’s going on?
EJET R ?

Xuxian
I don’t know.
B AFIE -

Suling
This week we’re even busier than last.
BE 28N EITER T -

Xuxian

Something’s wrong. Something new. More and more households have sick members.
Today I reported to Mayor Xia, and he said, ‘Just a seasonal indisposition,” and
dismissed me. Then I find out he’s making his report to the county. It can’t show
anything is wrong or he’ll lose his job.

HEEAREL)  FEHRIE « B E ZEAR BT - SRRCK R EH
REERT - M3 22 T REEES ) ARRIEERITEE -

B MRS B T B - N RsEEsEEE = 7 S40E

Suling
Everyone will find out sooner or later.
R FHLHE G IR -

Xuxian

I’ve never seen anything like it. (looks out)

IO EMIEEE - (FIME)
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Servant
Come, Old Xia’s nurse has died.
Pk | ZBEAISEEE T |

Xuxian
How did it happen?
A ?

Servant

She started coughing and got a fever just like Old Xia. Then she stopped breathing.
Now no one will go into the old man’s room.

PR SER Y SO — B S REAINZ IR - ZR1& kA= 1Rk T

B NBE R E G -

Xuxian
Go tell Mayor Xia I’ll be right there. And don’t tell anyone what’s happened. Do you

understand? No one!

AT RIE LH] - NEEIFHIAGA(TIES - [ 2 (B AFATT !

Suling
Brother, don’t go.
Hh o Bk e

Xuxian

We’ve got to get this under control; people are beginning to panic.

BRIz - SRR R T

Suling
It’s too dangerous. If you get sick..
EREkET | IR R

Xuxian
I won’t come back here and infect you.
A EEIEILERAY -

Suzhen

How will we be able to take care of you?

AR ST RE (R IE 2
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Xuxian
You won’t. No one must get near the baby but you, Suzhen. This new disease is too
contagious. If people come who are still healthy, recommend banlan root to strengthen
the immune system. And give them gauze. (goes)
RAHETR - RAAEIREEIRBEEE - RH, HM AT - SEHERERESE
g WA NHARZYR » BRI o 2MEEEMFIAMT - (1

3)

Suling
Give?
Hixga T ?

Suzhen

I’ll sew it into masks and then you can sell them.
WEHEEE T EHE - (RELATDIES KR -

Suling
(Qing enters) Good idea. Qing, take over the shop for a while. (goes)
UNEHES) FEE > NF o BIUE— NS - (H5)

Suzhen
Oh dear, what’s she up to now?
R > Gt SR TEE 2
Qing

You don’t know? She’s been carrying on with Chan’s son.

PRSI ? TR NSRLT R -

Suzhen
(laughs) Ah, that’s why she’s been looking so content. I thought she was just happy
because of the baby. Clearly, she is thinking about her own.
(52) ERPEMIEE T EREATTER L - TELLMER B Z A Fi0 K
A TR
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Qing
I don’t see why you laugh. If her intentions were good, she would have told Xuxian.
Xiao Chan thinks he’s tricking her to find out our secrets, and she thinks she’s
tricking him into marrying her.
HAFIEF (SR - ﬁD%ﬁfhE’ﬂ?ﬂ%@ﬁﬁF’nﬁ% » W AT
W E AR 25 [/ INERER A - /N A A B MR -

Qing
(sees crowd of angry women approach) Suzhen, go back inside. Ladies, what can I do
for you?

CBER—BERRIONGER) BHE > (REE - SR REER RIS 2

Lai

You can tell us what’s going on! Three people have died.

IRA Z ST TSR | EEF =L T !

Qing
I don’t know any more than you. We are cautioning everyone to stay warm, wear
masks, and wash your hands...with soap.
HIIERWALEIRFIZ - HREIRIEAR R Z TR MR ~ FHEOE - ISR
F o

Lai
Don’t treat us like children.
AFERA & =5 NZ T

Fu

We want to know how this sickness came. How long it will stay? How do we avoid it?
What’s the cure?
TRIPPABATEN R B G B ? @R A 2 BTN 7 EREEHE 7

Qing
Ah, here comes Xuxian now. (Xuxian enters and Qing disappears inside)

FHLA T ! GRS - /NE S )

Xuxian
Ladies, there’s nothing to be worried about. Dr. Ping has just received instructions

from the capital. It is best to avoid public places. Stay warm, serve nourishing food,
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and...
AR JRTIEEFIE LAY o SERRA ML AR 551 -
WAL g NG > X EREE - 2 EEg e BH

Jin
wash hands.

BT -

Xuxian

Yes, that’s very important. The virus can be transferred by dirty hands.

o EEEWEE  HH QBT BT EE -

Fu
Can’t you give us antibiotics?

IRARESRFAMIPTERTE ?

Xuxian

No, it’s a virus. Antibiotics are only good for bacterial infection.

ATHL > B 0 DU R S E R AR A A -

Jin
Well, give us something for virus.
ARt a AT — LG IR TR EE -
Xuxian

We can sell you a packet of the Jade Screen formula. It’s not a guarantee against the

virus, but it strengthens the immune system. (they go)

BTG IR R EET > (BB IREGREIETN - FUEREE @7 - (N FIBERH)

Suzhen
I’m not sure you reassured them. They think you and all the officials are hiding

something.

ARG IHERAMIHISERE T T8 R IRl sE R A A i -

Xuxian

That’s the problem with saying an honest, ‘I don’t know.’

WHBRES - EMFIATHEEE -
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Suzhen
They didn’t shut the door.
T2 REAFT

Xuxian

They’re afraid to touch it.

AR -

Suzhen
Will many die?
1A% ASERIE 2

Xuxian
The weaker ones. The stronger will survive but their lungs might be permanently
damaged. (calling) Suzhen, how is the boy?
FES9HE » st EE Mok - (HAFIRATE —BEEARE - (YRS » #
THEWE ?

Suzhen
(off stage) Sleeping peacefully in Qing’s arms.
(F8) /INEHEARE -

Xuxian
Take him away!
P |

Suzhen
But...
HE -

Xuxian

Who knows who she’s come in contact with. Qing, come out now! (enter Qing)

S/ NE B A 2 NS | R NS EES)
Qing

What’s wrong? My sister needs some relief.

EJEEIE ? HEFERE —TIE !
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Xuxian

No one but Suzhen touches the baby, not even me.

HAZRERER/IMZ » BEEAT -

Qing
Is there really nothing we can do?
HAR R MRE R Ay 2

Xuxian

You can start making up the Jade Screen formula. Fortunately, only we have all the
twelve herbs needed for it from Suzhen’s garden. I think Xiao Chan’s stockpiling of
animal parts is going to backfire.

IRA] ARG T R EEY - B DA RMTAEREE )T - BV NERERE Y2 EHY
TT Ry R T

Suling
Why?
FotTEE?

Xuxian
When people learn that the virus started in the southern animal markets they won’t

want to have anything to do with animals.

KRR GBI R r T HEM T 2R - MM Tt e EERE A (£ RS -

Qing
I’ve never understood why those horrible markets are so popular.
BB s LR A e s el -

Xuxian

Because quacks like Xiao Chan say they’re needed for medicines.

N AE e/ R R - 5 —E YA -

Suling
People have short memories. Once the disease is passed, they’ll be demanding

animals again.

ATEVEETHY - SR T > SmEsg s T -
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Qing
At least the sick are being looked after. I’ve heard that in the cities, hospitals have

closed their doors; doctors have run away.

VSR NEER N IR - SRR R e R RRHER T

Xuxian
Trust! It’s the first thing to go when people are scared. Fahai is the only person
everyone trusts. I have to ask him to come.
B | AMAF A E—FEgE A LEFS AR ——(EA M EN
A > ELRFFMAK -

Servant
(rushes in) Old Xia, the Mayor’s father, has died.
(H#ES) EEFRAISCHIE T |

Xuxian

I’ll come immediately.

Barziz] !

Servant
No, the mayor has ordered every house that has a sick person to be quarantined. He’s
closed the whole town to outsiders. Until the disease has been contained, no one can
go in or out. Especially you.
AR AR N OR AR E G EEE o MhESE THE T - FROFERIAHEE - GRNSA
ANATPUEH - TEHGER

Xuxian

But no one is sick here, and I must treat the fever.

BIFIZNAER - 1 HEHAE G |

Servant
The Mayor said no. He said... (hesitates)
PEESAL T R (A XUk

Xuxian
Yes? What?
£ 7 e ?
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Servant
That you brought the disease from the city to improve your business. Promote your
own brand. You started it, and your foreign wife and her sister helped to spread it. He
holds you responsible for his father’s death.
EHNEIRAVEE | IR Es T IRAY A B RSB e I K |
TREY SRR ARk AR Bttt | SERACIRAVIEZ IR ERY |

Suling
(cries) It’s not true.

CRI) —IREAE !

Xuxian
I don’t blame him. Tell Mayor Xia, he has my deepest condolences, and to make sure

that he himself avoids all risk of infection. (servant exits)

HAEAM - ETHERIIFEER - St VEEAE AR - (BEALS)

Suling
We’re done for. He’ll be our enemy forever.

HM5e T - MREk s R R -

Qing

You mean, for as long as he lives.
IR E MR SERIIE ?

Xuxian
Enough!
57

Suzhen
(calls from inside) Dinner’s ready.
(T P AR IR I B (g A 1A |

Xuxian

You go in. (alone) When small pox used to attack, everyone wanted me to blow a
‘magic powder’ up the children’s nostrils to protect them. When the parents learned it
was actually powdered smallpox scabs, they wanted to kill me. But this time I have no

magic and no science.
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IRFIEERIE - EE—A) (ERTRICE R - KRR E B Z TRy S LA
"R ) ROREEMT o (R R ERBER E RACE TR R - ARG
THRUE | ERAERYIRA B - RARE - AR

Suzhen

Here’s some soup. You have to keep up your strength.

nehA I | IR ACRRRR ST -

Xuxian

Oh Suzhen, you’re my pillar of strength. I don’t know what I’d do without you.
FH > IREZHRNIE » RAIRRAFEZ EERA 4 -

Suzhen

What are you talking about? We’re together forever.

SUTTEENE - P& s —iEry -

Xuxian

Sorry. My thoughts are morbid because of this disease.
B - B EEERGH R ELAE -

Suzhen

At least our family is well-provided for.

ZE/ VB E R -

Xuxian
Unfortunately, my dear, Dr. Ping has brought me other bad news. Some of our new

products are defective.

AERRERY  SPRREAR TEONE, » ITESHEEHEm -

Suzhen
That can’t be true.
EPERIRE 7

Xuxian

[ know. He brought me a sample. It was filled with impurities. Then I inspected the
box. It looks like ours but the label printing was slightly defective.

BB > MGV EME - ARLECRE 72T BEREERM
HTEHEE s o (HiE(EARE -
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Suzhen
A fake!
B e fREE |

Xuxian
Yes, proof of our success! Only close inspection will reveal the difference between
ours and the imitations. And now everyone will suspect us.
B | BRIV EF SR - FAIEA BE PR - FTPARSS g E ek
IR -

Suzhen

Then the only thing we can do is to shut it down completely.

FlP T B T -

Xuxian

Yes, but we’ll never be able to regain our credibility. And it’s my fault.

ERMFEAR AR T - SRS -

Suzhen
Don’t blame yourself for others’ evil. Go to bed, my love. We’ll find a way out, but
not tonight.
FERBRIAETEEAC » Sl - B0 BMTEHREDEN - HAE
FESHG o

Xuxian
You’re right. The morning may bring a little clarity. (sleeps on bench)
REHE - 2T B EEdr Ry - (FERE L)
Black out. 215

Scene 3 At Xuxian’s pharmacy

35 FHUHSESH
(knocking in the dark)
(RREAE AEFT)

Xuxian
What! Another death? (lights a candle) Fahai! You know the whole town is
quarantined?
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e | SUF AIRSE TG 2 CREeiElE) 750 | IRAE PP s pebm e 7 2

Fahai
Yes, I smelled death even up on the mountain.

HEEAELPELRIE] TAECHYSRE

Xuxian
Are you ill?
PRAENR T ?
Fahai
No.
BE -
Xuxian

This is a new threat. I don’t know how to control it. I’'m glad you’ve come.

BRI TRER R - PRI SR - BARESERT -

Fahai
The sickness might be new, but its cause is old.

TR A - (HERIEAE

Xuxian
People take too many medicines. It weakens the body’s chi. Dr Ping agrees with me,
but Chan will never say anything that might hurt his profits.
MNAIZKZEE T - BEREREGEIRENR - PAKTEREEE - B/NEAgEE
feE M

Fahai
My business here concerns neither Ping nor Chan.

H—BEAAE TR PR KB NER -

Xuxian

The virus started in the wild animal markets and jumped to humans.

ElEmEREHEER N ES -

Fahai

Indeed, it comes from inappropriate relations with animals.
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TS B FIE IRy & s

Xuxian

I’m glad you agree with me. People were beginning to think I was to blame!

AR S IR S8 - HoAth \ERBAARPESEER |

Fahai
You are to blame.
TR e 2 BIEH -

Xuxian

You mean, I’ve helped spread it? I wear a mask and wash my hands every time I enter

and leave a house.

TRAVE SR BRI AR ? POEH —EH G-I =N T -

Fahai
Your pollution is deeper...
RS2 T AR 2%

Xuxian

Fahai, we’re old friends; be careful what you say.

A BAMENEEIA T - IReREh R e T OE -

Fahai
You know only the most extreme emergency would bring me here. I come not to save
the town, but you, my friend. You’re in mortal danger. The one you’ve married is not
a woman but a snake.
IRHIE ?ﬂ%%%%%%?ﬁﬁﬁﬁoﬁ%%E%K%gﬁﬁﬁ¥’ﬁ%%ﬁ
IREY - ARFEA T 2aniyfat - (REEVFE T2 — TRk

Xuxian
Oh Fahai, you must have a bit of the fever yourself. Perhaps being alone up there too
long has rattled your brain. My wife Suzhen has just given birth to a healthy human
boy. No snake, could do that.
B AR BRI T - BETIMRE AR JGRIREERIE - WETREA A
MERERY/NBZ o SRR N TR -

Fahai
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This isn’t the time for jokes. Your union not only endangers you, its immorality has
brought this sickness.
B SRR AR - IREVIE A R RIRE C > BN ERIT R EE T

Xuxian

Wait a minute—you’re saying my marriage caused the disease?

F— MREE AR S N RIS ?

Fahai
It’s my duty to help you. You must cast off the snake.

HIREHRAVELE - MOHERES R -

Xuxian
I won’t. Men made up that ‘woman as snake’ story when they got tired of their lovers
and wanted a convenient way to get rid of them. Suzhen is the mother of my child and
innocent of any crime. My old friend, I begin to suspect you’re jealous. You saw she
was kind and beautiful, and knew our friendship would be affected.
AHTEE - FEB ARG T (E - BHEITEN TR - S g dRiEEsR
IR —HER - RIS AU - IR -
R WEEHREHF - IREFIMAIIEE R ESRMNAGEg 28 -

Fahai
I saw she wasn’t what she pretended to be. And she knew I knew. Don’t take my word
for it. Find out for yourself. (hands him bottle)
WEZ MR - Wt RERAE - 5 REER—mZEE » HOEE - (RAGH
—{EHT)

Xuxian
(laughs) Hah! So that I’ll hallucinate like you? See trees sprout wings and hear the
flowers sing. The house cat becomes a tiger, and my beloved wife opens her mouth
and a forked tongue wriggles between her lips. No, [ won’t take your potion, and I
won’t swallow your lies. I’1l call her out now and you tell her to her face. Suzhen!
() ET%&TJEEETT**%X@&@*H% ? RENALPYL > KFZFTPEE T |
FOG BT - IV E FREAYE - 702 S A EAERE) - £ - IAFGEIR
HIEEK - A FTRE RIS - @zfﬁf AL AR IR ER s | R
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Suzhen

(calls) Xuxian, are you hungry?

(RpRge) FFA 7 e TG 2

Xuxian

Come, monk, eat with us. Share the rice of someone you unjustly accuse.

ARMIAT ] | ERERAP—RENZEN - HZPRFR S AR AL AT R AIER -

Fahai
No, I’ll return to the mountain. I’d hoped to do some good. I didn’t realize your
stubbornness would close your mind to reason.
AT WEEF(L S o WAL E - FOLRIEIRORER T ARAAGHE
o

Xuxian
Reason? What proof have you given me? Take a potion, you say. No, you prove my
love a snake...without this. You forget, monk, I’'m a pharmacist; I know what some
herbs can do to the mind.
st ? IRERH RS E © IRERER S (T ? RS IR A & — R - R
FLHEEK | AEIRET 0 NS > BOZEEAT | FAEYPL S OB S A%

5 |
2 |

Fahai

The Xuxian [ knew would never talk to me like this.

P FAFTH A GERAI R EE -

Xuxian
Whatever happens, from now on, our friendship is at an end. Go! (alone) He wants
me to be suspicious because Suzhen is too perfect. She’s healed so many people. And
now this virus plays right into his hands. He can blame her, a stranger. I should break
this bottle. No, I’ll prove him wrong. I’ll love her even if she is a snake. (heats the
liquid)
AEER > WMHAGERIE A | R | (BE — OSSO EHE - Rt
KEEET - WEIEGRIEEZ N KB —ERmAR T EAAMESE RSN A
BV EEZATHEE R T - A7 > RESIMEEE | iR R SRR ERE
FUBNVIIERE N
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Suzhen
(enters) I’ve never been so cold.
(#5) BIEAL BB L1 -

Xuxian

I’ve heated some new wine. Here, it’ll warm us up.
Hole 7 —Lf - i — g e g —Lt -

Suzhen

Wine? It tastes odd. I feel its heat go all the way through me. Goodnight, my love.
M ISR ETEE - B AR ISR 2 G o M 0 B o

Xuxian
Good-night, sweet and gentle...wife. Oh, my head’s on fire! Everything’s moving.
Suzhen, are you awake? (in the dark, holding candle) No, asleep. She stretches her
body, her arm comes out, no, it’s not an arm. Her foot comes out, no, not a foot but a
scaly tail. Oh, horror...But is it true? Has Fahai’s drug made me hallucinate or has she
really changed her shape? I can’t tell, is it me or her?
W22 T > FREHSERZRHY - F 1 o ] | JAVSHEVEZ KT » — VIR e -
ZH | IREEEE ? (RIg T, SBEEE) o iliEE T o whiRE T TS o i
FE A IARGRTE o iVt T AN 2R > R IREE S
IEE - KAMa T | iEgEEmNE | FRBEBIESRESL)E - BEERH
HHEE e T 2 2o A sk | UMEA ZERY ?

Fahai’s Voice
First, the tail, and then the head, too, will be a snake’s. Will you be able to share a
pillow with that?
JoERBl - e o 128 UE - IREEENEENVEIY) LS 2

Xuxian

If she has the power to hide her true form, I have the self-control not to ask about it.

WERMA N BREERS » BaEeHE CA LM -

Fahai’s Voice

Too late for that. Not today, maybe not tomorrow, but eventually she’ll attack you.

KIBT > WEFAZE WK - [EMRSGS BT -
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Xuxian

No! She loves me.

WAE |

Fahai’s Voice
She must return to her true nature. Her humanity is only a temporary disguise. You
must leave her to survive.
WELTEHREGA TAME: - WA AR E R o IR AR BB (R A BE %
Z o

Xuxian

I don’t want to survive without her.

REMPGER X -

Fahai’s Voice
Don’t talk nonsense. Come to the hermitage to clear your mind. (Xuxian rushes out)
AEASELEE T 0 SRE AR - GRILETHIFT)
Black out. 215

Scene 4 At Xuxian’s pharmacy

5B 435 FTIHIEESH

Suling
There’ve been no new cases for over a week. The quarantine’s been lifted. Do you
think Xuxian went to the city to save our product line?
G E— 2 B ARG T A R T o SFIE R Ry
FESRIG 7

Suzhen
He would have sent a message.
it % SR8 (5 B E] AR P2 -

Suling
The last time you saw him, he...?
E—XIREFM - - ?

Suzhen

He had just learned about the fakes.
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fi g 7 —LEHAS

Suling
That’s why I think he must be doing something about them. He wants to keep the
whole business as quiet as possible. We’re out of green chiretta. (chuanxinlian) 'm
going to get some more. (exit)
Pt ARGEE ottt — E A AR A B AT - At ARG S ey
BN AZE T EERRZK - ()

Suzhen

She’s going to the mountain by herself?
WITEEC—EAERLLE?

Qing
She’s on her way to Xiao Chan’s. You think Xuxian knows?

MR NERIE | R R TR e T ?

Suzhen
Yes. I’m certain.
¥ TWREE -
Qing
How can he?
{EH B BT fE gy 3535 2
Suzhen

I don’t know, but he must. It’s the only reason he would disappear without a word.

HAHE > B —ERHR T - EEE— G AT BN RAVE -

Qing
He wouldn’t desert you.
ST g N RAY
Suzhen

Fahai has frightened him! I must go to the hermitage to find him.
EFTEEREIM T > PR IET -
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Qing
No, wait. Xuxian won’t stay away. His son is still here.
BEER g - SIS EAVRERE - MY T2 EEE
Black out. 215

Scene 5 At Fahai’s hermitage

55 IRENEE

Xuxian
Thank you for taking me in, even after I was so unjust. This has been the hardest time
of my life. I’ve meditated...and prayed, and now, I must return to my family.
Bl e R sR - BIEFEER AR » BEAER PR T -
B T4 - AT BEREEZ T -

Fahai
No.
AT -

Xuxian
I can bear it. I must return.
PSR FVEEE -

Fahai

No, you miss your woman and don’t understand the viciousness of the snake.
frgsns » IMERIRIE T BRI EREIEE 2 EE -

Xuxian
I have faith in her loving nature.
HARE A E ANHIANE -
Fahai
It is precisely her nature that is not loving.
AR R R -
Xuxian

Then I can love...even a snake.
SEAEE - EEEEEZY -
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Fahai
Such spirits play to our weaknesses. Have you never considered how or why she so
perfectly matches your needs? Because as a flexible snake, she molds herself to you
whichever way you turn. But beware the day she chooses to squeeze, and show her
fangs. You’ll be as helpless as a mouse.
BRI E DT 598 - (R Lﬁfh%ﬁﬁi%%ﬁ‘éﬁﬁﬁ” g 2
N Bt il 2 REEERVEE - NE IR EEBCEE M B &1 TR -
/N E EAEIR S ERRHVIRS - B IRE b — E% ERAE ) -

Xuxian

I’ve considered all the risks and am willing to take them.

HHEEBATA R » BIRAREZ

Fahai
I won’t let you.
A ERIRBERAAY -
Xuxian
It’s not your decision, or your right.
BN EIRREER
Fahai

But it is within my power. Return to your room. (Xuxian exits against his will. Fahai
sits down and writes a letter) I’1l write to the snake that I have her husband. She’ll
come with the child, using it to persuade him to return. Because she loves him, she
will do anything to save him.

FH EREHUE A EIREER o [BA R BRI - GHfEER B CEEHRRE T
HERE - JRBA TRREE) WEFEHSSIRE - R MR T L -
MET & 2T AR LB - AV T drE RS A SRSk
Black out. 215

Scene 6 At Fahai’s hermitage.

(Qing enters, interrupting Fahai’s meditation.)

UNE#S - TTERBIITAL)

Fahai
What are you doing here?

IRACIE 7 2
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Qing
You were expecting my sister?

IR BB e 2

Fahai

Xuxian requested her to come.

SRIE LGOI

Qing
I know who wrote that letter.

HREHEHE N EETIEHY -

Fahai
And I know what you are.

MAAERHEEHE

Qing
Yes, we meditated for a thousand years and in return, we’ve been blessed with our

human form and mind. Do you defy The Buddha’s blessing?
BTN RIS - FEMHIH IR T A # R » BB EES A EE ?

Fahai

Your sister did not maintain her purity. She deceived Xuxian.

TRAVIH N A PREFRIEVAEE » 48R 1AL -

Qing
She deceived no one. Her love is as pure as that of the best human wife.

P @A bwate - M R 2T RE SR -

Fahai
No, she has bound the man, and will soon bind the son. She won’t be satisfied till
she’s caught them both.
A SHEASEELE TEHIL > AR - o MO TR N S REIREY

Qing
Even if you reveal her to Xuxian, he’ll still love her.

stErEFHEN ER H - i gEaE sy -
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Fahai
Their feelings no longer matter; the townspeople won’t allow it. Even his honesty and
her kindness will turn against them. You should be grateful for my warning.
P Z PRI IRUE A 2 SER TR A G R FEEE AR - B2 MAYNE
S Bt G GEEMTT o (REL SR E S -

Qing
Why?
PRy (T ?

Fahai
To end it before the situation turns violent. Once they find out, the people will kill

you.

FEFE S FAE RIS S LR (AT | — YRS - e 7K -

Qing
And drink our blood? Is that why you told Xiao Chan to start the rumor about the
sickness being a punishment for their marriage?
PRIZ IR 7 iE e R (TR Ra NS - S 2 R R PR PR
5REHY ?

Fahai
Their union is the cause.
MBS RREHIE 2 T A -

Qing

Nonsense. The filth in the wild animal markets is. The crowded caging and killing, the
mix of blood and shit, fetid breeding ground of bacteria and virus.

tfs /U | BN BB SR A A T - SR — BIEE T FURm A 2Y
AR HEAE —HE - MRABZ M AR S SRR -

Fahai

The filth of animals has indeed transferred to humans. The two should remain apart.

VIR TR E CAEE SRS E > B8 e Z OrrrE g -

Qing
Then speak out against the poaching and eating of wild creatures...for health!
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AR ETIE RA I TRIRIZE R T By T (2R |

Fahai
This is not a health issue but a moral one.

B EFERENEEERE -

Qing
Precisely. The careless genocide of whole species is immoral, not the marriage.
Remember, if you kill my sister, you kill Xuxian too.
SEHY > EEEIESIE - SRR YIS R G E A T T[] o
WIERIRAE TP, IRFFFARE T -

Fahai
I save him.
AL -

Qing

Monk, why do rail against them when you’re silent about so many real evils?

fRaEME, RTEEHafIRE ? SIS S E A IRIR AT 24 |

Fahai

It transgresses the natural order; It threatens the human family.

BEN T HARFKT - EBE T IEENAERE -

Qing
I see. The wife beatings, the killing of baby girls goes on, and yet, you say nothing.
But a loving couple who has never done anyone any harm, a man who was once your
best friend marries a beautiful woman and suddenly your universe collapses.
AT - fTE - RBESEE/ N R EEBEREAEE - (RaR
B > BRPAYE AR IRIIR ST - IR 8 SR iy I8 T (5 REHY
T PMRIRHVSEE RIS IRBARE T -

Fahai

(grabs her) How dare you?
IUFEL) (RFARHIBET !
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Qing
Hah! You’ve touched a woman! Now you’ll have to spend the next hundred days
purifying yourself. (recants) No, no. I'm sorry. I beg you to give me a little time and
I’ll persuade them to leave.
U5 o ARREEIZCAN T | E G — E IR E O FIE | A > BARMR - /4
He— B IR L IR A FIRERH -

Fahai

As long as they transgress, they cannot escape.

— Bt S 2R T A R A IR e

Qing
A man who removes himself from humanity to judge it is worse than a snake.

—{E R B A MG AR AR A PRde R 2 S -

Fahai
You rail at me but you know I’m right. I don’t fear or hate snakes. They visit me here,
and coil at my feet. I recognize your beneficence and strength, but you must see this
relationship is forbidden.
HEARER TR - (EIREA Y - B EINEURIREE - M TEskikdl - feifh
FERAVIIE - FEREIREVZTAIRE ST - (HIROZAIH H SRR AE 2R T

Qing
If our austerities allowed us to become human, we should be allowed to interact with
humans...in every way.
WM FREEITA B N > FMFEZ AR ESORFER] » R am (e 7

= °

Fahai
In every way?

AT EAES ?

Qing
(faltering) In the way...that my sister has.
(X HEE) BEREAIEEU R -

Fahai
But not you?
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ARG 2

Qing
I’ve not been so moved.
b E a0 -

Fahai
Well, go now.
A > BRAEAEE -

Qing

You won’t say anything? You won’t let him go?

IR TEESAT TR 2 AR A BEHE ?

Fahai

Come again, tomorrow. Perhaps, I’ll have found another way.

HIRFEAR - aJREFR G R EIRIHT A

Qing
Let Kwan Yin’s mercy give you inspiration. (leaves)

FRER B iR ARG 2 E. - (H)

Fahai
Is this her fault or mine? Is it the tempter or the tempted who sins most? I’ve laughed
at Xuxian’s folly and counseled other men against women who have the power to lure
the clouds out of the sky. Now I, too, feel the sweet poison of the serpent’s tooth. (he
closes his eyes and tries to meditate). I see nothing but her face. My chanting cannot
silence the sweetness of her voice.
EFREHEEERN ? EAREEEIAROIAAIE?
e SESEFHLEESR - SR AN E ARG 25 A2 -
EIRAE, Fthd THEipES FEEE. o (P EIRMEEETT22)
HHIR 1 AAE T EE - FooFLE » AAHE LRSS -
Black out .35

Scene 7 At Fahai’s hermitage
578 TREHIEE
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Suzhen

(enters with child) Xuxian, I got your message and came as fast as I could.

(&% T #ES) 31> BUEIREIEHAIZIRK T -

Xuxian

I didn’t send any message. Go quickly before Fahai comes. He wants to destroy you.

HIRAFEGBIR - AEERZFIE - MR TR -

Suzhen

I don’t care. If you still love me then nothing else matters.

BRI - MRAREET > HEMtal A EE -

Xuxian
I do love you.
PAREAR -

Suzhen
And you know?
BR3P T ?

Xuxian

Yes, and still love you. In a moment of weakness, I ran away. But if you can endure,
so can [.

B EREEEREER o MR IRy e T EREARMR AP - HiH
AL e

Suzhen
Then there’s nothing Fahai can do.
A E B ERTZIET -

Xuxian

No, he’s turning the town against you. You must leave and take the boy with you.

AT TR GRS BT R - IR EE T E LT EE -

Suzhen
No, [ won’t go. Fahai will have to tear us apart. (she moves toward Xuxian to kiss him
but he suddenly shudders and steps back)
Ao FATE TR - CliERFL - BV - B ZEREEREE R R
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T—%)

Fahai
(jumps out and catches her) Hah, I have you, snake. His mouth speaks of love, but his
body tells a deeper truth and rejects you. Xuxian, take the boy and go.
(kARG T4 1 - BANE] TR | fRiEfrie | FFvE EEREEEIR - Bty
SAGHIBHBH L HAEAE TR - 5P - WS TR |

Suzhen

Don’t leave me.

e E

Xuxian

I can’t help it. This is stronger than me. Stronger than my love. (exit)

Boiwz > EAEIREEMER - TEVEAR ELUETUHE - (L)

Suzhen
But not stronger than mine! (Fahai takes her inside)
{ERAVEZAI AT LA | O T 2 )
Black out 2.5

Scene 8 At Fahai’s hermitage
5 83 TABHIREE

Qing
Fahai, come out. Release my sister.
N | GEPORHR | HERHCT !

Fahai
Your stormy looks don’t frighten me.
{RAMFER R T FHY -

Qing

I’'m not afraid of you either, you fake monk.

HAAEAIR | IR B EaaysthE !
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Fahai
Leave, while you’re still free to do so.

FEIRIgRE E RV DREERaIE -

Qing
Release Suzhen, or I’ll bring such storms as this mountain has never seen. Landslides
will wipe away the town forever.
MRE T SRS G ARETFTR RAVES - SR/ NEEKERE LAY
-F o

Fahai
One word from me and the people will drink your blood.

HATESR—EF > AP SEIRESSH] -

Qing
Keep your head bowed, monk. You can’t threaten me; I’m no ordinary woman.

W s BEIETEER - IR A T | A S A2 -

Fahai

Precisely. As soon as you’re challenged, you devolve back to your snake instincts.

RN > —E/RBEIPREE R, - il & REEE HR A -

Qing
I merely fight a misguided power with a just one.

HAMERET A G IR -

Fahai
That’s not a woman’s best weapon. If you wish to save your sister, you should be
more like her. Tender lips win more than stormy eyes. Control the tempest, and forego
your cold-blooded indifference. Show that self same weakness as your sister...
ESTAA RN GRIVIES o AREEER RS - (RA S 2 I EEE R -
R ELLRRVIRIA /2 T - ZERIIRI SRR RALL Ay A - 2EG
IR A — R AR — R 55

Qing

And find myself in her position?

PR EAR B — TR g RREAK ?
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Fahai

I’'m not muddle-headed like Xuxian. Our powers are more evenly matched.

RIS - RMH D RE B -

Qing
Sweet words from a monk’s mouth? Shameless now, and ashamed after, when you’d
curse me as an evil spirit sent to tempt you. You cannot have it both ways, monk.
FobREA IS ERE ? EAERW | REZ AW T | S HGH IR
aﬁ ARHYABEE - IR TR ZEAFIHY - F58E -

Fahai
But I can. It’s you who are in conflict with yourself. When you became human, you
took on a female’s destiny.
ALl R TAA TERFIET - ERER N - Bk A T2 ARRER s
;E o

Qing
I’m still an ancient deity that has never submitted to your cult.

HIBERUE(E S EHIHE - BOCREIE B IREEAA -

Fahai

Submit now, and within three years, I’ll release your sister.

TETEEARIE | = F PG RERIREA -

Qing
Why three years?
Ry EE =17

Fahai

Xuxian will have taken a wife and forgotten the snake.

SIS E NG SECIE RIE -
Qing

No, never! The tempest begins now.

A1 AEECHIAR | FRERAT R A % |
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Fahai
She’s imprisoned under the temple. The landslides will only bury her deeper. She’ll

never be found.

WIRAE SRS AR T - 0 RS ey e - ENga AE i -

Qing
It’s you, Fahai, who won’t know her fate. You are mortal and will die. (thunder and
lightning)
R 7B o ARA AL G R EaE o R B S EEEA—SEA LA - (HIR
JE\ AP )
Black out B35
Epilogue FEEE

(Yun stands with a live snake wrapped around her. Grandfather enters aghast.)

(ESIETE - — Rt OEt S b SRR - TR RE)

Yun

I found her in a clay pot trapped under the temple. She’s been waiting for me so long.

HAF PR R 7R N AIMZEE - W — BRI -

Grandfather
(frightened) Put it down, now!

(R T) ILZIHC T !

Yun
Don’t come near, you’ll frighten her.

B > G E Ay -

Grandfather
It’1l bite you. It’ll strangle you to death.
g G IR > 2 EEIER -

Yun
No, she knows who I am. We’ve been separated by many misunderstandings, but
we’ve found each other at last. (Yun kneels down and lets the snake glide off) Now,

she’ll return to her home and I to mine.

ARG » WHIEHIEHE - WP Rt 2B i - ERMTRRESIRE] T
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It - (B M AGRIERE) AR E R - Pt —#x

Grandfather

I should never have told you the story.

WHEEAZ ETHREMESBE -

Yun
You couldn’t help it. I would have found out anyway. Once there were two snakes,
one white as cloud and the other green as bamboo, who meditated for a thousand
years and finally achieved their wish to become human. (crack of thunder, two giant
puppet snakes dance)
RiERE KT BB AN EAIE - IRARALIAT - AR - —REEWNE » —
PREZRAT - WFIEH T - REUFRZbRA - (BE&ZE - WikEE TS
Jo VRS £ 5 e B RE B2 20

The End &
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